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SOME PRISON LIBRARIES OF THE UNITED STATES.
In the following pages there is given a short history o f 
some o f the prison libraries o f the United States. It was hoped 
that a ll might be given but in some cases it  was impossible to obtain 
the information. Lists o f questions with requests for answers were 
sent to f i f t y  nine prisons in the United States. Prompt responses 
were received from forty but i t  was impossible to get any information 
from the remaining nineteen, even after a third request.
The libraries in most cases are not classified  but this 
seems hardly necessary since they are small and a rough division 
into classes with an alphabetical arrangement under the general head 
is su ffic ien t for their needs. A close cla ss ifica tion  would hinder 
their usefulness to some extent.
A library in a prison is a great boon to the men. I t  can­
not but help them provided the selection  o f  books is wise. Therefore 
prison libraries above a ll others ought to be carefully and thought­
fu lly  selected. It has been said that "the normal man requires 
in tellectu a l, moral, religious and physical development and the 
abnormal man needs the same in a greater degree."
Prisons are not only to provide a place in which to keep 
men who are a menace to society but they are a place in which to 
help them, when they go out into the world again, to be better 
citizens than before. This cannot be more easily  or better accomp­
lished than by the use o f good books. Mr. Hervey White has said
that criminals were not altogether criminals; that often they were 
very good fellow s, with only a l i t t l e  streak in them wrong. The 
class of books asked for by many prisoners go to prove that he is 
right, and i t  is not fa ir  to starve a man's soul and mind because 
this l i t t l e ,  or perhaps more likely  big "streak" is wrong.
In  many prisons, (the ones at Chester, I llin o is , and Jackson 
Michigan are examples) the men are allowed to buy books and period­
ica ls  o f their own, a privilege which is greatly appreciated. One 
o f  the prisoners at the Michigan prison spent six dollars, a ll he 
had in the world, for an Anatomy. The o ffice rs  rather discouraged 
him and no doubt they were v/ise in this instance but the man was 
determined to "be somebody", as he said, when he was given the right 
to go among men again. This man was not satisfied  with merely pur­
chasing the book but pored over i t  every spare minute. There are 
probably many othe rs who are as eager for books as this man.
The general demand is for fic t io n  and that not o f the high­
est order. The majority o f  the prisoners read for pleasure merely , 
but with patience and perservance this reading might be gradually 
changed so that better fic t io n  would be called for.
Libraries are considered as essential a part o f the 
educational system in prisons as they are without, and state le g is la ­
tures are providirg for their maintenance and where there is no 
prison library they are establishing one.
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A L A B A M A  — Wetumpka.
No answer.
A R I Z O N A — Yuma.
The prison library in the terr itor ia l prison o f Arizona 
was founded in 1884 by Mrs. F. S. Ingalls. I t  is housed in a 
reading room which was b u ilt  for the purpose and to which the 
prisoners are allowed access. Their selection  o f books is made 
at the library instead o f the usual method o f making their selection  
from a printed catalog.
The library is rather small having about 250 bound volumes 
and 300 pamphlets. During the year, June, 1902 to June, 1903, 40 
volumes we re added to the library aside from the 42 periodicals 
which are regularly taken.
The income is not fixed as i t  is supported by a v isitors 
fee o f  25 cents and by g ifts  o f books and magazines. The income 
averages yearly about $70.00.
The library is not c la ss ified ; the books merely being 
arranged alphabetically. This, hov/ever, does not hamper its  
efficiency  as i t  would that o f  a larger library. The library is not 
cataloged and no records except a rough accession are kept. No 
doubt the efficiency  o f the library could be greatly increased by 
having the bocks even roughly cla ss ified  but when one considers 
that the circulation  last year was 450 volumes, among about 150 men,
i t  shows that the library is appreciated.
The librarian is a prisoner who is chosen by the Superinten­
dent with an assistant known as "The school teacher." A school is 
maintained in the reading room for any o f the prisoners who wish to 
avail themselves o f its  privileges.
A R K A N S A S  — L ittle  Rock.
No answer.
■
C A L I F O R N I A — Folsom.
No answer.
C A L I F O R N I A - -  San Quentin.
The records o f the San Quentin prison library have not been 
kept so i t  is not known when the library was foundednor by whom. It 
is kept in the chapel o f the prison and is supported by donations 
and also by occasional appropriations by the prison directors.
The annual income is , therefore, not fixed. Last year 
(1903) but $30.00 was spent for books, but during the year 1902 
three hundred volumes were added.
There are about 4000 volumes and 25 or 30 periodicals in 
the library. Of the 4000 volumes 2145 are f ic t io n , 698 history and 
1748 miscellaneous.
There is no regular system of c la ss ifica tion  used, merely 
a rough grouping under the three general heads mentioned, and the
only catalog is in manuscript. The circulation is good, being, last 
year, between 20,000 and 24,000 volumes. Not having a printed 
catalog o f  course the prisoners must make their selection at the 
library, to which they are permitted to go on Saturdays.
There is also a reading room in connection with the library 
to which the prisoners are allowed to go as their time permits.
There are two men in charge of the library, one having 
supervision over the Protestant part of the co llection , the other 
over the Catholic.
C O L O R A D O  — Canon City.
The. library o f the Colorado State prison was founded in 
1883 by Mr. F. A. Reynolds, a banker o f Canon City and is supported 
by an admission fee to the prison. There is no appropriation so 
the yearly income is rather small.
There are now about 3500 volumes at the disposal o f the 
prisoners with about twelve periodicals which are taken regularly.
The Colorado prison library, d iffering  from the majority 
o f  other penitentiary lib raries , has more volumes in its  history 
co llection  than any other class, though as usual f ia t ion ranks f ir s t  
in circu lation .
The librarian is one of the inmates and the prisoners must 
make their selection from their ce lls  as no one is allowed to go to 
the library.
C O N N E C T I C U T  — Wethersfield.
The Connecticut State prison library contains 3900 volumes 
which includes some bound periodicals. Of the latter there are 
some excellent ones, Scribners, Forum, Atlantic and Harpers being 
among the number.
The library is roughly cla ss ified  and the books arranged 
alphabetically by author under the general heads. Hie men are 
not permitted to go to the library but must make their selection  
from the printed catalog, writing the numbers o f  the books wanted 
upon slates. The chaplain and warden are very glad to give the 
prisoners any help or suggestions in the choice of their books.
Books may be drawn twice a week, Monday and Friday.
The selection  o f books is , on the whole rather poor. Hie 
books in history being far superior to those in the other classes.
In science the library contains almost nothing. Taking for example 
fiction,which is the most read,the selection is remarkably poor. One 
finds most o f Horatio Alger's works, together with Mrs. Holmes, Mrs. 
Southworth,P.oe, Henty, Reid etc. There are also some o f the 
Standard works, as Dickens, Hawthorne and Scott and even two or 
three o f Henry James. However, with a different selection o f books 
much more could be done for the prisoners which is the primary 
ob ject o f a ll prison libraries,
D E L A W A R E .
Hi ere is no state prison in Delaware, the county ja ils  
being used in place o f one.
Idaho State Penitentiary 
Cibrary
Any person wilfully mutilating or otherwise 
damaging this Book will be severely punished.
W ARDEN.
ID A H O  ST A T E  P E N IT E N T IA R Y .
LIBRARY REQUEST.1 I co
To the W arden:
Please allow the issue to me 
books:
1st Choice No______
2nd Choice N o___l__________i
(Name)  ______________ f.
Cell No_____________
)f the following O
<D>O
<Dmm
Wo answer.
F L O R I D A  — Chattachoochee.
G E O R G I A — M illedgeville.
Wo library in connection with the prison. The need is 
great as there are over one thousand prisoners.
I D A H O  — Boise City.
The Idaho penitentiary library was founded about 1886 as 
nearly as can be now ascertained. The Hon. E. J. Curtis, Secretary 
o f  the territory o f Idaho, donated about f i f ty  volumes o f valuable 
books as a nucleus for a library for this institution . These books 
consisted largely o f  text and reference books in, and relating to, 
the Latin and Greek languages, as v/ell as some in literature 
p o lit ica l economy, b e lle -le ttre s , etc. To this co llection  there 
were afterwards added, from time to time in a desultory manner, a 
few volumes until 1892, when the library was placed on a better 
footing as is shown by the following extract from the annual report 
for 1892.
"Waver has the library been in as good condition as i t  is 
at the present time (A p ril,1892). It contains 379 books since when 
252 more have been supplied at a cost o f $185.13." Also the number 
of volumes in 1892 with their source is given in this report.
"Denation from Champaign,I11.Pub. L it. 51 volumes
Other sources, 5 "
Purchased since April 1st. 1892, 196 "
Total number o f volumes Wov. 1892, 631~volumes."
At the present time the library consists o f about 1700 
volumes and 100 pamphlets besides 30 periodicals to which i t  
subscribes regularly. Last year approximately 275 bound volumes 
were added, the money for this purpose being obtained from a v is ito r ’s 
fee o f  $.25 and also from the general State fund, $75.00 o f which is 
given annually for the maintenance o f the library.
The library is housed in the Administration building which 
is not d irectly  connected with the prison. For this reason the men 
are not permitted to go to the library to draw books. However, there 
is a very good printed catalog, a copy of which is kept in each c e l l .
The books are arranged in very general classes, which seems 
to meet the demands very well. The selection seems remarkably good 
in fic t io n , which is , as usual, the largest class. Here there are 
about 500 volumes, including not only Mary J. Holmes, Mrs.Southworth, 
and E. P. Roe, but many o f George E lio t ’ s novels, Victor Hugo's, 
Balzac’ s, Hawthorne's, Dickens, Goldsmith's, Dumas', Irving 's, 
Kingsley's, etc.
In history and in science we find many o f the Standard 
works. In fact the general selection is so much above the average 
that one wonders whether these books are really  read. The s ta tis ­
tics  show that they must be for this last year there were about 150 
inmates and the circulation  from June 1902 to June 1903 was 5850 
volumes,which is an extremely good showing.
The library is not open at any defin ite time,but the men 
may make out their l is t s  and have them f il le d  out daily. I f  they 
prefer they may select a monthly or a weekly periodical instead 
o f  a book.
There is a special assistant who is appointed to aid the 
men in their choice o f reading and to issue the books. He is one o f
the prisoners chosen by the warden. The librarian is also appointed 
by the warden.
I L L I N O I S  — Chester.
The library in connection with the Southern I llin o is  prison 
was established in 1878 by the prison authorities and is supported 
by state appropriation. About $250.00 annually is given to the 
library and chapel. Part o f this goes to buy music, Bibles, and 
school bocks so that last year but about $46.00 went to the library 
proper.
The library contains 4500 bound volumes. In regard to 
periodicals the custom is d ifferent from most libraries . Instead o f 
taking a certain portion o f the appropriation or income, as is usual, 
nagazine reading c irc le s  are formed, composed o f 5 men each. By 
means o f exchange a man can read for one dollar, five o f the best 
dollar magazines, or sixty magazines a. year. Two men in one ce ll  
can give f i f t y  cents each and have the same privilege. In addition 
to these c ircles  several copies of various periodicals are given,
25 copies o f the Volunteer Gazette, 130 o f the Life Boat and 6 o f 
the Apolcgete in German.
The library is roughly classified  and printed catalogs 
put in each c e ll . From this the men make their selection , as they 
are not allowed to go to the library. They have plenty o f time to 
read, being allowed each evening from six to nine and Sunday a fter­
noons. That the men take advantage o f this opportunity is  shown 
by the circu lation , which has averaged about 700 volumes a week 
during the last year.
As is usual, fic tion  ranks f  irst in general circu lation ,
but what is not so common the books classed as religious fic tion  
rank second. The Chaplain is the librarian.
I L L I N O I S — J o lie t .
The I llin o is  State penitentiary library was founded in 1872. 
It is supported entirely by a fund obtained from a v is ito r 's  fee o f 
twenty-five cents. This has been the library 's  only source o f 
income for a number o f years, i t  not having had even the usual g ifts  
o f books and periodicals. Because o f the lack o f appropriation no 
books have been purchased since June, 1902, when $1500.00 was 
expended.
Notwithstanding the disadvantages which such an indefinite 
incane would bring, the prison has over 14,600 volumes. Of this 
number about 950 are foreign works. At the present time no period­
ica ls  are regularly taken. The library contains 407 bound volumes 
o f about forty different magazines. The prisoners are allowed to 
have daily papersjat the descretion o f the warden.
The catalog is printed and the men are obliged to make their 
selection from it ,  not being allowed to go to the library. The 
library is more minutely cla ss ified  than the average prison library. 
In many cases these minute divisions are hardly necessary and make 
i t  hard to find a given book. For example under the sub—head 
"Character building, " Emerson's Essays have been put regardless 
o f the fact that under literature there is a sp ecific  place for 
essays. Famous American Authors, Hawthorne's Twice told tales 
are also put here. Then under "reference books" between a cyclopedia 
o f p o lit ica l science and an American Dictionary one finds Dante's
INDIANA PRISON LIBRARY
Cell.............  Range
Name ................................................... ........
No.
\
■
I N S T R U C T I O N S
1. Select numbers of books wanted from the catalogue, keeping at least ten 
numbers of unread books on your card.
2 . No book must be kept from the Library longer than two weeks without re­
porting the maiter to the Libra rian. The Librarian will enforce thisrule.
3. Cards and Catalogues must be kept clean. Do not deface or mu­
tilate them, as you will forfeit your Library privilege by so doing. The Librarian 
is required to report any violation of this rule.
JAMES D. REID, Warden.
Inferno. Notwithstanding this, the hooks circulate freely . The
average circu lation  for a week is about 1000 volumes. About o f 
o f  this is f ic t io n  and the rest principally in science, history and 
relig ion .
Very careful records o f the bocks and the readers are kept 
for the purpose of helping the men to a better choice o f  books.
Hie librarian is the Chaplain, exjofficio, who has for 
assistants, three convict "trusties", whose duty i t  is  to co lle c t  
the slates upon which the selection  is made.
I N D I A N A — Michigan City.
The Indiana State prison library was founded by the State 
in 1874. It is supported by an annual State appropriation o f $500.00. 
Last year about 600 volumes were added, making the total number o f 
volumes in the library 2516. No periodicals are taken regularly 
although the library contains several volumes o f the A tlantic, 
Princeton Review, etc.
The library is not cla ss ified  at a l l .  No attempt even being 
made to divide the books into the general classes, but they are 
arranged alphabetically by author, in the catalog, which is printed. 
An alphabetical index is kept o f a ll the books loaned.
The men are not allowed to go to the library as there is 
no reading room, but are given copies o f the catalog from which they 
make their selection on cards.
The general supervision o f the library is in the hands o f 
the Chaplain who appoints two prisoners to act as the librarians.
I O WA  — Anamosa.
The Iowa penitentiary library at Anamosa was founded by the 
Warden, Mr. William A. Hunter, in 1898. It  is supported by a 
v is ito r 's  fee which averages about $1000.00 a year.
The library contains 7320 volumes. Of these,1288 have been 
added this last year. The library contains a great number of bound 
volumes o f magazines and takes regularly the Century, Cosmopolitan, 
Harper's, Frank L es lie 's , Me Clure's, Munsey, and the World's Work.
The ChaplaiHs report for the last year shows that for the 
past two years 39,390 books, and 24,213 magazines have been circu la ­
ted. In addition, a large number o f religious papers, which have 
been donated, have also been circulated.
The library is classified,generally,and the catalog printed. 
As usual the men must use the catalog for their choice as they cannot 
go to the library.
An inmate o f the prison, appointed by the Warden, acts as th 
librarian under supervision o f  the Chaplain. There is one Assistant.
There is a bindery in connection with the library, in which 
the magazines are bound and a ll necessary repairs made. "It  is in 
charge o f a man who knew nothing o f the work when he entered the 
prison, but who, by dint o f personal application, study and intense 
interest in the art, has been unexpectedly useful." It is o f great 
value in keeping .the books in good condition.
I O WA  — Fort Madison.
The Iowa State penitentiary library at Fort Madison was 
founded in 1880. Unlike most o f the prison libraries , i t  is housed 
in a separate building, which is within the walls.
The annual income varies greatly as the library is supported 
by a v is ito r ’ s gate fee. During the year 1902—03, this was about 
$650.00, and the number o f volumes added at that time was 978.
The library contains 7000 volumes. It seems strange that 
among this number there should not be some periodicals, but such 
is the case.
Nothing is done with the unbound material,but the books 
are roughly cla ss ified  and numbered and the catalog printed.
Of the 7000 volumes, fiction  has about 2500 volumes, 
relig ion  890, history 800 and the rest is  divided among travel, 
biography, science, literature, and b e lle s -le ttres .
The prisoners are not permitted to go to the library but 
make their selection on slates from the printed catalog, a copy o f 
which is placed in each c e l l .
The Chaplain is librarian with a convict as his assistant.
K A N S A S  — Lansing.
The library o f the Kansas State prison was founded by the 
State twenty or twenty-five years ago. It  is supported by State 
appropriation and also by donations o f books and magazines which 
yield  an annual income o f $200.00 or $500.00,
The library contains 6500 books and 300 or 400 periodicals 
which are taken regularly (th is must include, 1 think, periodicals
PROPERTY OF TH E KY. PENITENTIARY.
VOU IVo.
RULES.
Books and periodicals can be obtained by calling at Library 
FRIDAYS.
Books must be returned within two weeks.
Magazines must be returned within five days.
Daily and weekly newspapers must be returned in one day.
Damaging books by tearing leaves from them or writing in 
them will be severely punished.
Prisoners are not allowed more than one book at a time. 
Exchanging books with prisoners is positively forbidden.
Books returned must be reported to librarian, otherwise re­
ceiver will be charged with it.
Reading of books is requested by the officers. Guards 
receiving books will be held responsible for return and con­
dition.
T. F. TALIAFERRO,
Ch a p l a in .
which are subscribed for by the individual prisoners.) The latter 
are now in much greater demand than the books. There is also a 
small co llection  o f German works in the library.
The catalog is printed and furnished to each c e l l ,  from 
which the men must make their selection as they are not permitted 
to go to the library.
The librarian is a convict appointed by the Warden.
K E N T U C K Y — Frankfort.
The Kentucky penitentiary library was founded by the 
Legislature about 1865. The annual income is  about $450.00, being 
obtained by appropriation by the Legislature and also by gate fees.
i t  contains about 3000 volumes and about 1800 pamphlets 
and unbound material. Sixty periodicals are received regularly.
These may be drawn out as books with the exception that they may be 
retained but five days, half the time that books are allowed to be 
kept.
The library is c la ss ified  numerically and although cataloged, 
the catalog is not printed. The prisoners cannot go to the library, 
but must make their selection  and send to the library by their 
gard who is  responsible for a ll books delivered by him.
The library is strongest in fic t ion  and history. The most 
read are the books o f adventure.
The number o f prisoners in the Kentucky penitentiary is 
about 1250,and the yearly circu lation  is approximately 22000 volumes.
A convict appointed by the Warden is  the librarian.
L O U I S I A N A - -  Baton Rouge.
No answer.
M A R Y L A N D  — Baltimore.
No answer.
M A I N E  — Thomas ton.
The library o f  the Maine State prison was founded by the 
prison authorities about the same time that the prison was started, 
in 1842.
It has been and now is supported by a v is ito r ’ s fee and 
a small appropriation by the State. The annual income varies 
greatly from year to year in consequence. Last year (1903) i t  was 
about $500.00.
In a ll the years o f its  existence, and i t  is now one o f 
the oldest prison libraries in the United States, it  has received 
no g ifts  and now has only 2060 bound volumes, with nearly 300 un­
bound volumes or pamphlets and fourteen periodicals which are 
regularly taken. Small as the library is i t  really is  not inade­
quate, for Maine only has something like 200 prisoners here.
The catalog is printed and the books given numbers by 
which they are charged. A record o f the reader is also kept and 
each man is permitted to have two books at one time to be kept for 
two weeks i f  he so chooses.
There is no reading room in connection with the library 
and the men are not allowed to go to the library,but must send
C O N V IC T  LIBRARY. 
M ICHIGAN S T A T E  PRISON. 
No.......................
R ules for  th e  Care and U se o f  th e  Convict L ib ra ry .
I .  —The Superintendent of School for the time 
being shall have charge of the Convict Library, and 
be its Librarian.
II. —The books of the Prison Library are intended 
for the use of convicts, but books may be issued to 
keepers and guards and other officers of the Prison. 
The Librarian shall keep a debit and credit account 
with the several convicts, and all other persons, of the 
books issued to them, and see that they are returned 
at the proper time.
III . —The Librarian will note any injury done to 
books, and report the same; and he will withhold 
books from convicts who in any way, maliciously, pur­
posely or carelessly injure or deface the books in 
their hands.
IV. But one Library book will be issued to any 
convict at one time—except books of reference, which 
will be loaned by making application to the Librarian 
—nor shall a second book be issued to him until the 
first has been returned and properly placed to his 
credit.
V. —No convict shall take from another convict, 
or have in his possession, nor in his lock, nor in ^  his 
cell, any book belonging to this Library, not obtained 
directly by himself, from the Librarian, and no con­
vict will take his Library book from his lock or his cell 
for any purpose whatever, except as and when direct­
ed by the Librarian.
V I . —Books purchased by or donated to convicts 
for their own use will be under the charge of the 
Librarian, and subject to the above rules (except rule 
iv .) and all other rules or orders for the care of the 
Convict Library that may from time to time be made.
VII. —School Books will be considered as belong­
ing to the Convict Library, subject to the foregoing 
rules, so far as such rules do not conflict with the 
proper use of such books.ALONZO VINCENT,
Mi c h ig a n  s t a t e  p r is o n . Warden.
October 1, 1903.
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C tb r a r y  H o o k a
Y O U  A R E  E N T I T L E D  T O  O N E  B O O K  E A C H  W E E K ,  IF  Y O U R  
B O O K  IS  R E T U R N E D ,  A N D  P R O V I D E D
T H I S  C A R D  I S R E T U R N E D  W I T H  B O O K .
IF A N Y  B O O K  IS K E P T  L O N G E R  T H A N  F O U R  W E E K S  Y O U  A R E  
L I A B L E  T O  B E  R E P O R T E D .
No. of Book. Delivered. R eturned .
RETURN CARD WITH BOOK.
(OVER)
rY\cV\\§a.*n SbaAefrison Library.
No........................ Lock.......................
L IB R A R Y  BOOKS
Please make out a list of Twenty Books on this 
card below. Make the list by numbers only; but read 
the titles opposite the numbers, that you may be sure 
you get the books you want.'
Each convict is entitled to one book per week, and 
no book can be kept longer than four weeks.
H. N. THOMPSON, Librarian.
N o .  o f  B o o k N o .  o f  B o o k
in the numbers o f the books on cards which are given them for the 
purpose. Books may be drawn and returned on Saturday, when the 
Chaplain, who by virtue o f his o f f ic e , is the librarian, aske cer­
tain o f the prisoners to help him. There are no regular assistants 
appointed.
M A S S A C H U S E T T S — Charleston.
w  f 'No answer.
%
M I C H I G A N — Jackson.
The library in the Michigan State prison at Jackson was 
founded by the Warden, Mr. Hatch, in 1886, and is supported from the 
general fund.
The library contains 3759 volumes, f ic t io n  predominating. 
The library is much used, having an average weekly circulation o f 
about 300 volumes. The authors most read are Mrs. Holmes, Mrs. 
Southworth and E. P. Roe.
Each prisoner is given a copy o f the printed catalog 
and must make his selection  from th is. The lim it o f time for 
keeping a book is four weeks.
The librarian is appointed from among the convicts by 
the Warden.
LIBRARY RULES.
I  The Librarian will a debit and
credit account with the several convicts 
the boohs issued to them from
LL The Librarian note any injury 
done to boohs by convict and report the same 
and he will withold boohs from  convicts who 
in any way maliciously, purposely or care­
lessly injure, soil or marh the boohs in their 
hands.
LII. But one Library booh will be issued 
to any convict at any one time, nor shall a 
second booh be issued to until the first 
has been returned and placed to his credit, 
which must be done within four weeks.
IV. No convict shall take from another 
convict, or have in his possession, or his
cell, any booh belonging to this Library not 
obtained directly by himself from the Lib­
rarian, and no convict shall take his Libra­
ry booh from his cell for  any purpose what­
ever, except as directed by the Librarian.
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M I C H I G A N — Marquette.
The library o f the Michigan Branch prison was founded by 
Warden Malmborg in 1891 and is  supported by a v is ito r 's  fee which 
brings in not less than $300.00 a year.
There are about 2140 volumes in the library and back numbers 
o f 30 or 40 different periodicals. Besides a fa ir ly  large co llection  
o f German and French works, the library contains a few volumes o f 
Norse literature and also a few o f Spanish.
The men are not permitted to go to the library, hence 
are obliged to make their selection from the printed catalog.
The librarian and his assistant are chosen from among the 
prisoners by the Warden.
M I N N E S O T A  — Stillwater.
in 1865 Warden Jackman founded the library o f the Minnesota 
£>tate prison. It is kept now in a wing, which was erected for the 
purpose adjoining the main c e ll  house and contains 6286 volumes.
Many back numbers o f magazines have been bound and added. The men 
also have the priv ilege, under the direction of the Warden, o f sub­
scribing for newspapers and periodicals and may exchange them with 
other prisoners. There is also a small co llection  o f German, French 
and Scandinavian books. The library contains a number o f State 
and government documents which are used extensively, particularly the 
state and consular reports.
The books are generally classified  and the catalog printed.
A copy of i t  is placed in each ce ll and from i t  the men make their
choice . Nearly one thousand volumes a week are drawn.
M I S S I S S I P P I  — Jackson.
The penitentiary system o f Mississippi consists o f a series 
o f farms on which the convicts are worked, so that i t  is not strange 
that there is no library in connection with i t .  Moreover, about 
90^ 6 o f the prisoners are negroes, which makes the percentage o f i l l ­
iteracy greater than in the majority o f the penitentiaries.
M I S S O U R I — Jefferson City.
In 1855 the Legislature o f  the State o f Missouri provided 
for the library o f the Missouri State prison and also provided for 
its  maintenance, the income being about $500.00 annually.
The library is a large one, 11,370 bound volumes and about 
1000 unbound pamphlets, etc. The library is growing rapidly, about 
900 bound volumes having been added last year. No periodicals are 
taken regularly, but a great quantity o f old magazines have been 
given to the library.
The books are divided into the general classes, such as 
relig ion , history, biography, travel, f ic t io n , poetry, science, 
humor, general literature, juvenile, reference and miscellaneous, 
and cataloged. The catalog is printed.
There is also in the library a good collection  o f German 
works which not only contains the standard German writers, but a 
number o f our best English works which have been translated. The
co llection  o f French books is not so large but the works are among 
the best, as Balzac, Hugo, Sainte-Beuve.
A copy o f the catalog is placed in each ce ll and the men 
must make their selection  from i t ,  as they cannot go to the library.
The Chaplain is the librarian and he has four assistants.
M O N T A N A  — Deer Dodge.
No answer.
N E B R A S K A  — Lancaster.
The library o f the Nebraska State prison is perhaps the 
newest o f  a ll the prison libraries . It was founded in June, 1903, 
by Mr. A. D. Beemer, the Warden.
it  is housed in the penitentiary and is supported mainly 
by appropriation, although there is some money obtained from other 
sources.
/
The library contains 362 volumes and subscribes to five 
periodicals. In the f ir s t  six months o f the library 's existence, 
the circulation was 307 volumes.
The history co llection  containing 125 volumes is the 
largest class represented in the library. However, up to this 
time the men have neglected the history for fic t io n .
At present there is no printed catalog but as soon as three 
or four hundred more volumes are added i t  w ill be printed. Now the 
men are furnished with l is t s  o f books by the Warden, from which they
make their selection on slips as the men are not permitted to go to 
the library.
The librarian is an inmate appointed by the Warden as the 
library is so small there is no need as yet o f an assistant.
N E V A D A  — Carson City.
The Nevada Prison library was started in 1861 end since that 
time has grown but slowly, having at the present time but 300 v o l­
umes. However, ten periodicals are taken regularly, which in a 
measure makes up for the small co llection  of books.
One reason for its  slow growth has been, no doubt, due 
to the fact that there is no regular income but the library must 
depend upon g ift s . Last year $65.00 was given.
The library is neither classified  nor cataloged and the 
books are selected for the men by the o ffice rs  in charge o f them.
The prison clerk is the librarian.
NEW H A M P S H I R E  — Concord.
The New Hampshire Prison library contains about 3200 v o l­
umes and a number o f bound volumes o f  magazines, which are eagerly 
read by the prisoners.
The library is supported by State appropriation o f $200.00
a year.
A copy of the catalog, v/hich is printed, is given to each 
man and he must make his selection from it  in the usual way.
The Chaplain is the librarian.
No answer.
NEW J E R S E Y  — Trenton.
NEW M E X I C O — Santa Fe.
The New Mexico prison library was started in 1895 by Mr.
W. E. Marten o f the terr itor ia l legislature and is supported by 
appropriation. It contains 200 bound and 300 unbound volumes, the 
latter being mainly back numbers o f popular periodicals.
No money has been appropriated for sometime, consequently 
the library can grow but slowly, i f  at a ll .
Aside from the magazines which are called for most fr e ­
quently, works on mechanics are most often drawn. During the past 
year the circulation  was about 700 volumes.
There is no printed catalog and the men can go to the 
library on Sunday after chapel,and other days as their time permits, 
for the return and drawing o f books. Books may be kept two weeks 
and then i f  not wanted by some one else may be renewed.
Merely a receipt record o f  books drawn is kept by the 
librarian, who is appointed from among the prisoners.
There is greater freedom given the men here than is custom­
ary in the majority o f prison libraries.
The library at the Auburn prison consists o f about 15,000 
volumes, embracing f ic t io n , works o f travel, h istory, science end 
art, re lig ion  and poetry.
The Chaplain, Mr. Herrick, says: "Fiction is the most 
libera lly  patronized though we have quite a large ca ll for mechanical 
and s c ie n tific  works o f a ll kinds."
NE W Y O R K - -  Auburn.
NEW Y O R K  — Dannemora.
The Clinton prison library o f about 5000 volumes was 
founded in 1890 by the State o f New York. I t  is not cla ss ified  
and the catalog is in manuscript. From copies o f this manuscript 
catalog the prisoners make their selection as there is no reading 
room and they are not permitted to go to the library.
The library receives only three d ifferent periodicals 
regularly and these are g ift s . The Christian Herald, f i f t y  copies, 
The Volunteer Gazette, one hundred copies, contributed by Mrs. Maud 
Ballington Booth, and eight hundred copies o f the Gospel Message 
given by Mr. W. H. Hubbard.
The library is supported by the State, but the annual 
income is  very small.
The Chaplain has exclusive oversight and control of the
library.
'J&L A'
Rule 1.—Each man will be held to account* for the 
books he may draw from the Library. The privi­
lege of drawing will be forfeited should the books 
be marked, written upon or injured in any way, 
loaned, or passed under the cell door.
gULE 2.— On the morning of exchange day, leave your 
book on the bed with book slip therein.
Rule 3.—Book!* must be accounted fo r  each week. 
To retain book another week leave note to that 
effect on bed, with your book on change day.
EXCHANGE DAYS ARE AS FOLLOWS :
Monday, t 2 13 14 Galleries
Tuesday, 3 4 J5 16 u
Wednesday, 5 6 17 J8 a
Thursday, 7 8 J9 20 u
Friday, 9 JO 21 22 a
Saturday, U J2 23 24 u
Rev. FRANK RUSSELL, L). D.,
L I B R A R I A N .
New YerA- 0S3/f)/M7
E 472
R U L E S
Governing the Loan of School Books.
U Each man will be held accountable for the return of books drawn 
from the School Book Department, in as good order as when taken.
2. The privilege of drawing School Books will be forfeited for a 
time should they be defaced or injured in any way.
3. The School Books must be accounted for on the First Monday 
of each month when they will be subject to collection.
4. If any man wishes to retain the School Book a second month, 
he will leave a note to that effect in the book on collection day.
Rev. FRANK RUSSELL,
Chaplain.
------------------------- ------------
---- _____ -----------------------
New York- Osstn/ng
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The keeper of the
............................. com pany
will please oblige by sending to me,
Frank Iiussell,
Chaplain.
New York —
ELL No....................... •
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The early records o f  the library o f Sing Sing prison were 
burned, so the date o f founding is not known. The Rev. John Luckie, 
Chaplain, and the New York Conference were instrumental in its  
founding.
The library contains 9170 volumes. Of this number there 
are 348 German, 159 French and 100 Jewish books. No periodicals 
are taken regularly, but many o f the exchanges which come to the 
"Star o f Hope", the prison magazine, find their way to the library.
The library is roughly classified  and the catalog is printed. 
It is  arranged alphabetically by author's name. Each keeper is 
furnished with a catalog and upon request loans i t  to the prisoners 
who make their selection  from it .
There is a small reference collection  in the library which 
may be consulted by the prisoners on permission o f the Chaplain, who 
is the librarian ex o f f ic io .
The library has recently been reorganized and is now in 
excellent running order. A supplement to the catalog w ill be 
issued soon.
NEW Y O R K — Ossining. Sing Sing prison.
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  — Raleigh.
No answer.
N O R T H  D A K O T A  — Bismarck.
No answer.
The prison library at Columbus amounts to but l i t t l e  or 
nothing, as no records, not even o f  the number o f volumes in the 
library, are kept. There is no income.
i f  the men have any choice, they state i t ,  and i f  the bock 
happens to be in the collection,which by the way is mainly f ic t io n , 
they get i t ,  otherwise they take what is sent them.
The library is under the supervision o f the Chaplain.
O H I O  — Columbus.
OH 1 0  — Dayton.
No answer.
O K L A H O M A .
Prisoners from Oklahoma are cared for in the Kansas State 
penitentiary.
O R E G O N  — Salem.
No answer.
No answer.
P E N N S Y L V A N I A — Allegheny.
P E N N S Y L V A N I A — Philadelphia. Eastern State
penitentiary.
The Eastern State penitentiary library was founded as 
early as 1844 by the board of inspectors and is  supported by State 
appropriations and also by voluntary contributions. A g i f t  of 
$1000.00 by Mr. E. T. Stokesbury has been o f great value to the 
library, which contains now about 12000 volumes. By far the greater 
part is fic t ion .
The library is very roughly c la ss ified , being divided into 
but two classes, f ic t io n  and miscellaneous works.
One of the rules o f the library is that no man may draw 
a ll f ic t io n  but must divide his reading between fic t ion  and 
"miscellaneous." This lowers the percentage read.
The Moral instructor acts as the librarian.
R H O D E  I S L A N D — Howard.
The library at the Rhode island State prison is , as usual, 
under the control o f the Chaplain. It does not belong merely to 
the prison it s e lf  but to a group o f  State institutions, the Alms­
house, the Hospital for the criminal insane and the several reform 
schools.
i t  is growing, and each year additions are made and the 
prisoners are encouraged in every way to avail themselves of its  
privileges. Several periodicals are taken regularly.
In 1885 Colonel T. J. Liepscomb, then superintendent of 
the prison, founded the library. It is kept in the chapel and 
supported by the penitentiary. Last year about 150 volumes were 
added to the 892 already in the library. About $35.00 each year 
is expended for current magazines and fu lly  6000 copies o f d ifferent 
periodicals are donated each year.
The library is neither classified  nor cataloged and the 
librarian selects the books for the prisoners.
The librarian is chosen by the Chaplain and is under his 
supervision.
The usual time for distribution o f  books is Sunday.
S O U T H  D A K O T A  — Sioux Falls.
The South Dakota penitentiary library o f 2286 volumes 
was founded by the State in 1882. i t  is supported by a. v is it o r ’ s 
admission fee so the income is not fixed. Last year about $100.00 
was spent for books. Of the 2286 volumes nearly 1300 are fic t io n , 
which is called for by about 90% o f the prisoners.
The library is cla ss ified  in a general way and cataloged, 
but the catalog is not printed.
The prisoners are not permitted to go to the library, but 
must make their selection  in their ce lls . Books are delivered 
twice a week.
While the Warden is nominally the librarian^an assistant, 
chosen from the prisoners, has fu ll  charge o f the library work.
S O U T H  C A R O L I N A  — Columbia.
T E N N E S S E E  — Nashville.
The library o f the Tennessee State prison belongs particu­
larly to the Sunday School and is supported by i t .  It was founded 
in 1898.
It contains about 1100 bound and about 75 unbound volumes. 
One magazine is taken regularly. As would be expected works on 
religion  predominate, numbering about 305 volumes. There are also 
176 volumes o f f ic t io n , 106 o f h istory, 27 o f poetry and 276 
miscellaneous. Notwithstanding the limited number o f volumes o f 
fic t ion  the novel is most generally circulated.
The library is cataloged, but the catalog is not printed, 
so the prisoners are allowed to go to the library and select their 
books. It is open on Sunday from 8:30 to 2:30.
The librarian is chosen by the S. S. and he in turn may 
choose whatever assistants he deems necessary.
T E X A S  — Huntsville.
The Huntsville prison library has been increased this year 
by 300 volumes, which makes a total o f 3422 volumes in the library. 
3250 are English, 117 Spanish, 53 German and 2 French.
During the year 1901--02, 15,050 volumes were read, o f 
which 1224 were Spanish and 52 German, making an average c f  224 
books a year for each man who is net i l l ite ra te .
About $250.00 is appropriated each year. Thirteen copies 
o f the Sunday editions o f the leading newspapers o f the U. S ., 4 
copies c f  religious weeklies and 25 copies o f  other magazines and
reviews are taken regularly.
An inmate is the librarian.
T E X A S — Rusk.
The Rusk prison library v/as founded in 1685 by Mr. T. J. 
Goree, the superintendent, and is supported by State appropriation 
o f about $250.00 annually.
The library contains about 2371 volumes and subscribes for 
a number o f current periodicals.
The library is roughly classified  and the catalog is printed, 
It is kept up to date by written supplements.
The men are allowed to go to the library, which is open 
every day except Sunday. Twice a v/eek books are distributed to 
the c e lls .
The Chaplain is the librarian and one or more prisoners 
act as assistants.
U T A H  — Salt Lake City.
No answer.
V E R M O N T - -  Winscr.
The prison library o f the Vermont State prison, kept in the 
corridor o f the prison, is  supported by appropriation from the State, 
about $75.00 annually.
There are 800 bound volumes in the library. Last year about 
100 new ones were added, and each year a quantity o f back numbers 
o f periodicals are dona tad, but none are currently taken.
There is no printed catalog and, as is usually the case, 
f ic t io n  predominates in the co llection .
There is no reading room in connection with the library 
and the prisoners must send in a l i s t  o f books wanted. The books 
are distributed weekly, on Sunday, by the Chaplain, who is the 
librarian, and who has, i f  necessary, assistants chosen from among 
the prisoners by the superintendent.
V I R G I N I A —  Richmond.
No answer.
W A S H I N G T O N  — Tacoma, Me Niels island.
The library o f the U. S. penitentiary at Me Neils island 
is not as yet two years old , having been founded by the Warden, 
August, 1902.
It is supported by donations and contributions and at the 
present time contains 263 volumes and subscribes to nine periodicals.
S TA TE  PENITENTIARY LIBRARY,
W A L L A  W A L L A , W A S H .
Vol, N o .. . . . . . . . . . .  Price, $ . . .
REGULATIONS.
No person will be allowed to retain any one book 
for a longer time than two weeks. Upon the ex­
piration of two weeks, he may, upon application to 
the librarian, retain it two weeks longer, provided 
it is not wanted by some other person.
Books taken out must not be loaned.
Books must he returned by the person to whom 
issued.
Books must not be taken out of the Peniten­
tiary.
Any person losing or destroying a book will be 
required to pay its original cost.
Wilful mutilation, defacement, or destruction of 
a book, will be punished according to the gravity of 
the offense. F .  J \  . Q  V y 4 e * n ,  .
By order of B. O A TR O M ,
Warden State Penitentiary.
There is no reading room but the prisoners are allowed to 
go to the library to draw their books. It is  open daily from 2 to 3 
P. M.
One o f the prisoners, selected by the Warden, acts as the 
librarian.
W A S H I N G T O N — fe lla  Walla.
Hie library at the Washington State penitentiary was 
founded about 1887 by the State o f Washington. Until very recently 
trie State appropriated about $100.00 for the support of the library 
but the last year this amount was doubled.
The library contains about 1223 volumes. About 543 volumes 
are fic t ion ; 333 relig ion ; 153 school books; 96 art, science and 
travel; 63 history and biography. The circulation averages about 
500 volumes per month.
There is no regular printed catalog and the typewritten 
one is undergoing revision.
The library has no reading room and the men make their 
selection in their ce lls  from the typewritten catalog. The d is t r i ­
bution o f books is made in the evening by one o f the trusted prison­
ers, who acts as librarian.
The general demand is for fic t io n , but the authors most 
called for are interesting because they are o f a higher standard 
than is usual, Thackeray, Stevenson, Scott, Irving, Hawthorne, 
Dickens, Cooper, Bulwer Lytton, as well as Barrie, Kipling, Jack 
London and others.
Vi \s» cor\b\-x\ ?>U\e ' P m  o n  \ _\ b ra -vT
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LIBRARY RULES.
To t h e  P r i s o n e r  —
This catalogue has been provided for your convenience and held in se­
lecting the books you wish to read, and you will be required to keep it 
clean and free from all defacement or mutilation.
If you desire any benefit or pleasure from books you will appreciate 
their value to other prisoners as well as yourself, and will refrain from 
mutilating or defacing them by writing, drawing, cutting or otherwise. 
These books are charged against you and will be examined on their re­
turn to the library and their treatment at your hands ascertained. If un­
necessarily soiled or injured by you your library privileges will be stopped. 
If they are wilfully defaced or mutilated you will suffer a severe punish­
ment and loss of good time.
1. The card slate belongs to the cell and must be left behind if you are 
changed to another cell.
2. Write your name, register number, and the n um bers on ly  of ten or 
fifteen books you prefer, on the card slate, and leave it and the book you 
wish to return to the library on the sea t o f  y o u r  cell  ch a ir  on Wednes­
day or Friday morning Books not so placed on the seat of the chair will 
not be taken from the cell unless they have been issued to you over two 
wTeeks.
3. You are not permitted to borrow books from other prisoners. The 
finding in your cell of any book not properly charged to you in the library 
will get you into trouble.
4. You can draw but one book at a time and the last one drawn must be 
returned before another one will be issued to you.
W E S T  V I R G I N I A  — Moundsvilie.
In 1899 the prison library at Moundsville contained but 
few books and many o f these were beyond repair, but in 1900 a new 
room was provided and, as the State appropriation could not be used, 
donations were asked for and shortly about 4000 volumes and 15000 
numbers o f various magazines were added. Prom that time the library 
has grown rapidly and now has 4700 bound and 500 unbound volumes.
The library room is used for school work and for general 
reading, but the men must make their selection from the printed 
catalog.
The Chaplain acts as librarian.
W I S C O N S I N — Waupun.
The Waupun prison library, kept in the main prison building, 
consists o f about 3300 bound volumes. It is supported by appropria­
tions made from time to time by the State, the last one being $500.00 
during this present year.
There is an old printed catalog and a new one, now in the 
printer’ s hands.
Works of f ic t io n  predominate and this class is most in 
demand; second to this is history; While travel and adventure rank 
third.
There is no reading room in connection and the prisoners
are not permitted to go to the library for their books. Each has a
*
small slate kept permanently in his c e l l ,  which is used for a ca ll 
slip . Books are exchanged once a week and may be held for two weeks.
The Chaplain is the librarian and is aided by as many o f 
the prisoners as may be necessary to attend to the work.
WY O MI N G -  — Laramie City.
No answer.
